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GEOGRAPHICAL LITERATURE AND MAPS 

(INCLUDING ACCESSIONS TO THE LIBRARY) 



BOOK REVIEWS AND NOTICES 

(The size of books is given in inches to the nearest half inch.) 

NORTH AMERICA 

Old Indian Trails. Incidents of Camp and Trail Life, Covering Two Years' 
Exploration through the Rocky Mountains of Canada. By Mary T. S. Schaffer. 
xiv and 364 pp. Map, ills., index. G. P. Putnam's Sons, London, 1911. 

Mrs. Schaffer's book is related to Dr. Coleman's* by more than the chance 
meeting of their parties on Wilcox Pass in 1907, since much of her journey- 
ing covers valleys and passes previously traversed by him. The atmosphere 
differs, the masculine viewpoint contrasting with the feminine, the geological 
training with the botanical, the solution of certain problems (Brown, Hooker, 
Robson) with mere delight in beautiful scenery and the camp-fire as an end 
in itself. Varying therefrom in details and judgments, the two books combine 
to give a very complete description of the region they jointly cover. The 
reader of one should read the other. Outside the field of Dr. Coleman's 
travels, Mrs. Schaffer and her friend, Miss Adams, were the first women to 
follow Collie and Baker's trail (1897) from Howse Pass to Field and the route 
up the West Branch of the North Fork of the Saskatchewan (more poetically 
named Naashan River by the author) to the Alexandra Peaks and Columbia 
Snowfields (Thompson, 1900). C. S. Thompson. 

Identification of the Economic Woods of the United States. In- 
cluding a Discussion of the Structural and Physical Properties of Wood. By 
Samuel J. Record, vii and 117 pp. Ills., index. John Wiley & Sons, New 
York, 1912. $1.25. 9x6. 

It is supposed that, owing to the decrease in the supply of standard kinds 
of timber woods, the practice of false substitution of woods on the market has 
become common. Since the variety of woods is large and their resemblance 
very close, it is stated that identification by mere appearance is unsafe; that 
a "knowledge of the fundamental differences in their structure" is essential. 

The book is designed primarily as a manual for students of forestry, to 
be used in the laboratory rather than in the field. Part I is given to a rather 
close analytical study of economic woods and Part II contains a key to the 
identification of these woods. A bibliography, five plates showing sections of 
wood and one map of the United States, showing the natural forest regions, 
complete the book. Eugene Van Cleef. 

The Story of Old Port Dearborn. By J. Seymour Currey. 172 pp. Ills. 
A. C. McClurg & Co., Chicago, 1912. $1. 8x5^. 

Another bit of literature contributed to a field already flooded with similar 
books containing matter that adds little new information. It is practically 
a chronological account of the events leading up to the building of Fort 
Dearborn at the mouth of the Chicago River, and the subsequent massacre of 
its inhabitants. There is not much interpretative discussion or suggestion. 
The literary style is not pleasing, the reader being relieved somewhat by the 
introduction of quotations that stand out in contrast with the text as a whole. 

* Reviewed in Vol. 44, 1912, p. 919. 
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The English could be much improved. A few maps drawn from description 
and sketches showing the area in relief are interesting. 

Eugene Van Cleef. 

The Texas-California Arc of Primary Triangulation. By William 
Bowie. 141 pp. Ills. Special Publication No. 11, Coast and Geodetic Survey, 
1912. 

This report contains the results of the arc of primary triangulation which 
extends from central Texas westward to southern California, connects the 
triangulation of the 98th meridian and that of the Pacific arc, joins the United 
States and Mexican boundary surveys at a number of points, and throughout 
its length furnishes bases from which lower grades of triangulation may be 
extended for the control of boundary, topographic and other surveys. In 
the report are given the latitude and longitude of the stations, with azimuths 
of the lines between them. 

The scheme of triangulation is more than 1,200 miles in length, and the 
geographic positions were determined for about 300 stations and objects. This 
triangulation was completed by one observing party in ( three seasons, totaling 
less than seventeen months, which is remarkably rapid for this class of work. 
Many of the stations were on mountain peaks, some of which were over 
10,000 feet in elevation. The maximum length of line observed over was 
121 miles, while the average length of lines of the main scheme of triangula- 
tion to the westward of El Paso, Texas, was over sixty miles. The angles 
were measured with a theodolite with a graduated circle twelve inches in 
diameter, and the observations were made during the day on heliotropes, 
and at night on signal lamps similar to automobile headlights. The lights 
from the heliotropes and lamps were clearly visible through the telescope of 
the theodolite, even over the longest lines. This was due to the very clear 
condition of the atmosphere. At the eastern end of the arc the theodolite was 
mounted on towers erected over the station. The report contains illustrations 
of the instruments used and of the towers. There are a number of illustra- 
tions which show the scheme of the triangulation. This arc of primary tri- 
angulation is of great geodetic and geographic value. Further facts about this 
triangulation were printed in the Bulletin, Vol. 43, 1911, pp. 447-448. 

W. Bowie. 

The Wilderness of the North Pacific Coast Islands. A Hunter's 
Experience While Searching for Wapiti, Bears, and Caribou on the Larger Coast 
Islands of British Columbia and Alaska. By Charles Sheldon, xvi and 246 pp. 
Maps, ills., index. Charles Scribner's Sons, New York, 1912. $2. 8^x5^. 
The author is a well equipped, keen observer, judging from the convincing 
and minute details of his descriptions. Although the book is in the form of a 
diary, it does not possess the monotony so often characteristic of such writing 
The fascination of the wilderness of the larger coast islands of British Colum- 
bia and Alaska is described quite realistically through an account of a hunt 
for wapiti bear and caribou. (The wapiti is commonly known as the Ameri- 
can deer.) The islands, under consideration are Vancouver, Montagne, Queen 
Charlotte and Admiralty, excursions having been made to these islands in 
the years 1904, 1905, 1906, and 1909, respectively. .... 

Of special note is the author's observation of the tendency of the bear to 
run away from the hunter when disturbed, rather than to charge him, con- 
trary to the stories of most hunters. His evidence is confirmatory. 

At the close of the discussion of each trip the region traversed is rede- 
scribed in a brief summary that causes the reader to desire to follow in his 

°°Five S maps accompany the text; a number of interesting photographs and a 
few fine drawings from descriptions are distributed throughout the book. An 
appendix consisting of a description of "A New Bear from Montagne Island, 
Alaska" and "The Queen Charlotte Islands Caribou," by C. Hart Mernam, 
notes on some habits of the Montagne Island Bear and an index, complete 
this pleasing descriptive geographic story. Eugene Van Cleef. 



